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ABOUT BIG
BROTHERS
BIG SISTERS
VISION:
All children achieve success in life.
MISSION:
Provide children facing adversity
with strong and enduring,
professionally supported one-to-one
relationships that change their lives
for the better, forever.
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MESSAGE FROM
OUR EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Our team that works hard,
dedicated to the mission and
has fun!

2018/19 was an exciting year of
transition for Big Brothers Big Sisters. It
culminated in a restructured team, an
enhanced strategic plan, and refocused
around the urgency of mentoring. We
rebranded our look to represent our
beliefs, that We are Defenders of
Potential. We have made a difference in
the lives of so many children in our
community through impactful
mentoring programs and meaningful
relationships. We have a dedicated staff
and Board who collaborate to defend,
ignite and inspire potential in our
community to clear pathways to our
youth's best possible future! Peggy
Martin.

Our Staff

Peggy Martin- Executive Director
director@bigsofnc.org
Peggy has been on staff since BBBS expanded to
the Truckee Tahoe Area in 2007. Youth
development has always been her passion and
background. She believes investing in our youth is
the only way to ensure success for the upcoming
generations. She is dedicated to leading an
amazing team to serve our community.

Cinnamon Danielson- Sit Based Program Director
Grass Valley- Nevada City Office
cinnamon@bigsofnc.org
Cinnamon is passionate about having a positive impact
on her community by meeting the needs of others. She
has a particular passion for helping children meet their
full potential, so her role as the Site Director for Big
Brothers Big Sisters gives her the perfect platform to live
out her passion. This year she has made 50 new Pal
matches in our region.
Elizabeth Peterson – Program Director and Quality
Assurance
Grass Valley/Nevada City Office
elizabeth@bigsofnc.org
Elizabeth was born and raised in Grass Valley. She has
always had a passion for helping others and improving their
lives in whatever way that she can. With this passion she
graduated from U.C. Davis with a degree in both
Psychology and Education. Along with her degree,
dedication and love for her hometown, Elizabeth is excited
to be a part of this organization and become more active in

Brenda Mejia Garcia – Bilingual and Program Coordinator
Tahoe/Truckee Office
brenda@bigsofnc.org
Brenda was born and raised in Truckee, California. She is
proud to be a first-generation college student who
graduated from Sonoma State University with a bachelors
of arts in Sociology. While at Sonoma State she used her
spare time to volunteer with non-profits such as Petaluma
Health Center and Free the Girls. She is very excited to
learn and grow through the Big Brothers Big Sisters
Program in Truckee/North Tahoe.

Lindy Schasiepen – Events and Donor Development
Contractor
events@bigsofnc.org
Lindy is passionate to serve the agency in coordinating
events and donor development. She has be involved with
BBBS for over 10 years and her excitement and
enthusiasm is contagious. Her attention to detail and love
for the community contributes to our agency’s efforts to
raise support and have fun doing it!

THE
NUMBERS
See the ethnic breakdown of
the kids we serve below.

In 2018 we served 157 children
throughout the Nevada County and
North Lake Tahoe communities. 78
Community based matches and 79 Site
based matches
See the age breakdown of the kids we
serve below.
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OUR KIDS
Breakdown of the kids in our
programs by area and program.

Total children served in 2018:157

Community vs. Site-based programs
Community-based program: 78
Site-based program: 79

Geographic breakdown:
Western Nevada County: 105
Truckee/North Tahoe: 52

Gender breakdown:
Girls: 45%
Boys: 55%
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BOYS & GIRLS
CLUB PROGRAM
Site Based mentoring takes place at the Boys & Girls
Club of North Lake Tahoe. This peer mentoring program
is in its fifth year and still growing. High school students
from Squaw Valley Academy come to Bthe oys & Girls
Club of North Lake Tahoe to mentor one-on-one with
members at the Club that need extra support and time
with a role model.

Most of the mentors in the site based program at the Boys and Girls Club are foreign exchange students from Asia and parts
of Europe. Some of them are in the process of learning English well as well as the Little Brothers and Sisters they were
matched with. Big Brother Ashley and Little Brother Edwin spent their time improving their English. Their friendship
blossomed as they struggled to express themselves and grow the courage to hold a conversation. Ashley spoke more
English than Edwin and although they struggled at first with Edwin’s lack of social skills and low self esteem they
overcame his fear of failure. Edwin has only been in the U.S. for one year and spending time with his Big Brother Ashley not
only provided him with a solid and healthy friendship but also a person who is not a family member, to root for him and
support him on his journey in learning a new culture and language. The last few months of their meetings Edwin was more
outspoken with the activities he wanted to do, he participated in group sports and began to share personal feelings and
memories with Ashley. The first few times that they met, Edwin would barely say a couple words. By the end of the school
year he was speaking fluent sentences to his Big Brother and making friends his age at the the after school program.
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PAL
PROGRAM
"It’s exciting to be able to spread into new
territories and serve more children.”
Cinnamon Danielson Site Based Program
Director

The Western Nevada County Pal Program - a schoolbased mentoring program featuring high school
Bigs paired with elementary school age Littles - has
taken some strides in 2018, expanding into Colfax
schools and South County to Bear River. Our goal
was to have at least 35 peer matches by the end of
the school year, and we surpassed that with 50
matches this year.
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OUR
FUNDING
Financial support by source.

2018 expenses by type.
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OUR IMPACT
Studies have shown that kids in a
Big Brothers Big Sisters program
are...
46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs
27% less likely to begin using alcohol

52% less likely to skip school
93% maintained or improved attitude in
school.
More than twice as likely to say they held a
leadership position in a club or sports team.

81% more likely to report participating
regularly in sports or extracurricular activities.
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MATCH STORY
ANNA AND LELA
Matched since July 2018
Big Brother Big Sisters could not have matched
me and my little any better! My little's name is
Lela. From the day we met, Lela & I both knew
we would be friends for life. Fortunately, Lela has
an abundance of energy and I do too. Typically,
our time spent together is partaking in outdoor
activities such as skiing, swimming, or hiking with
my German Shepard who Lela adores. The time I
spend with Lela is not only special to me but I know
she and her grandparents appreciated it too. It can
be challenging for Lela and her grandparents to
share similar interests due to the generational gap
between them; thus the significance of my
involvement within their lives. It is great to discuss the new video games, youtube channels,
and books that kids are interested in today and to then help bridge the gap from Lela to
her grandparents. If you have never been a Big to a Little, I would highly recommend it. You
too could make a positive difference in a child's life too!
-Big Sister Anna
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of America (BBBSA)
have been serving youth since 1904, and our
mission of providing an adult role model for
youth and supporting their one-to-one
mentoring relationships has never changed. In
2017, BBBSA took action on something that did
need updating -- our brand and the way we tell
our story. Working with the marketing firm
Barkley and a task force of local Affiliate leaders,
transformed our brand to appeal to a new
generation of volunteers.
• We have not simply changed our logo. We
have undergone a complete brand
transformation that affects our entire visual
identity.
• To achieve the goal of recruiting more
volunteers and ultimately serving more
children, we must ensure this new brand
consistently conveys the urgency of our mission
in every way possible.

Why We Needed a National Brand Transformation
Our mission is to serve youth by matching them in
one-to-one relationships with caring adults, but
over the past 10 years, the number of volunteers
we have recruited and the number of youth we
have served has been declining:
• In 2007, Big Brothers Big Sisters served 255,000
youth.
• In 2017, we served 150,000 youth.
• In that same time period, our Network’s revenues
have remained stagnant.
• As a result, less money has been spent on
recruitment and staffing, leading to further
declines in the number of children served.
The goal of this brand transformation is to:
• Raise awareness of our vital mission.
• Strengthen our Federation and each Affiliate.
• Recruit more volunteers with an emphasis on
men and specifically men of color.
• Serve more children and increase positive
outcomes by matching them with an adult who
will empower them to reach their full potential.
Mission:
Important
Urgent
Caring
Confident
Positive
Empowering
Invisible
Bold
Humble
Community
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OUR DONORS
FRIENDSHIP MAKER: $500 - $1,199
Higher Commitment Analyytical Lab
Emmanual Episcopal Church
Robertson, Woodford & Summers, LLP
49er Rotary Club of Nevada City
Mark & Pamela Maier
Welz Family Foundation
SPD Market, Inc.
B & C True Value Home & Garden Center
Bruce & Robin Van Zee
Lorri & Scott Spencer
State Farm Insurance
Alibi Ale Works
Rotary Club of Truckee
Gold Country Kiwanis
Weakley Family Trust
Grass Valley Gold Country Lions Club
Networked Insurance Agents
Teresa Dietrich
Caliber Collision
Robert Mills
Sinbads Nor-cal MC
Jeff Thornton
Bob & Pam Yazell
Finance of America Cares
Ghidotti Foundation

OUR DONORS
FRIENDSHIP MAKER: $500 - $1,199 (cont.)
Ben Franklin Crafts & Frames
Charles & Teri Maier
Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal
Terry & Karen Brown
John Baruck
Jensen Smith Certified Accountants
Paul Law Property Management
Julie McManus
Anna Greco
WestAmerica Bank
Telestream, Inc.
K & D Designs
Kiwanis Club of North Lake Tahoe
Sierra Cinamas
Select Real Estate Inc - Century 21
Ariel Fox
Bruce and Robin Van Zee
Rick and Ann tavan
Dick Law
Justin Pfaffinger
Holli Navo
Economy Pest Control
Lestor Milroy
Cinnamon Danielson

OUR DONORS
MATCH MAKER: $1,200 - $2,499
Joseph Danielson
Paul & Laurel Raymore
Matt & Peggy Martin
Jim Marymee
The Newsom Family Trust
North Tahoe Paddle Events, Inc
Holli Navo - Eleven Group, Inc
Michael Ferguson
Kelly Brothers Painting
Optimist Club of Truckee
Melissa & Tom Masles
Switchback Studio
Gordon & LIndy Beatie
Judy Seabridge
Margorie Milroy
Tri Counties Bank
Ferguson Bath Kitchen and Lighting Gallery

OUR DONORS
MEMORY MAKER: $2,500 - $4,999
The Robinson, Harley, Anna & Hattie Foundation
Wellsfargo Foundation
Intero Foundation
Walton's Grizzly Lodge Stein Family Foundation
Martis Camp Community Foundation
Sierra Health Foundation
Marc Lamb
Truckee Tahoe Airport District
Boys & Girls Club of North Lake Tahoe
Michael & Ingrid Lockhart
Thomas and Margaret Mallon

OUR DONORS
MAGIC MAKER: $5,000 - $9,999
United Auburn Indian Community
One Toyota of Oakland
Marc Lamb
Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation
Ron & Beverley Mathis
Mimi Simmons
Leo and Gayle Granucci

DREAM MAKER: $10,000+
The Munson Family Foundation
County of Placer MHSA Children Services
County of Nevada MHSA Children Services
Kevin & Sheri Marshall
Nevada County Cal Fresh

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
OF NEVADA COUNTY AND
NORTH LAKE TAHOE

THANKS
FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!

